Learn to teach on the net

by Gareth Naughton, Education Correspondent, Evening Echo 7th December, 2006.

Cork College of Commerce is offering a free course in creating online lessons for teachers next year.

The college, as a partner in the European SLOOP programme (Shared Learning Objects in an Open Perspective), is inviting teachers from other city and county colleges to take part in the course.

Participants will learn techniques for creating online lessons and course notes using learning platforms such as Moodle and how free software on the net is being applied to the world of education. The ultimate aim of the SLOOP project is to create a shared library of reusable learning objects available online.

The Cork College of Commerce has started implementing this using Moodle - a learning management system that makes it easier for teachers and students to communicate, and to allow teachers to place course notes, assignments and other information online.

The system is accessed by staff and students via www.collegeofcommerce.com. It was developed by SLOOP co-ordinator Ian Spillane.

Mr. Spillane said: “Information technology is as much about people, management and organisations, and about trying to improve the way we do things as it is about the machines and the software – most especially in the field of education.”

The college has implemented the new system while spending very little by utilising freely available Linux computer software.

“It goes to show how much free and open source software can achieve. Running the free Moodle system on a server powered by the free Linux operating system we have successfully implemented an effective 21st century online blackboard system at minimal cost”, he said. 

Free courses for teachers will be delivered in the spring term next year as either a mixture of tutorials in the college and online learning or online only.

Both will include full tutor support and access to all materials and software required online.

Those interested should email Mr. Spillane at sloop@ccoc.ie or visit www.collegeofcommerce.com/sloop.

