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TEACHERS MAKE THEIR EXPERTISE AVAILABLE ONLINE

By Emma Power.

A new initiative aimed at sharing information online between teachers is being developed by two of the teachers at Cork College of Commerce. 

SLOOP (Sharing Learning Objects in an Open Perspective) aims to make teaching materials available as part of an on-line collaborative process between teachers and students both here and abroad. 

Lisa Casey, a teacher of English and Italian at the College of Commerce said: "Myself and Ian Spillane, who is an IT expert are travelling to Slovenia to develop a website so that, in the long term, all educational resources can be used freely and we can collaborate and improve the teaching material that is available. The Italians have developed online classes so we will learn form what they have already done to expand the online services available." 

The project, when completed will apply to schools, universities, professional training centre, teachers and trainers. 

The idea is that by going online, a student can develop personal learning paths. SLOOP also aims to promote co-operation and the exchange of material and methods between European teachers. 

"By developing this website we will able to create a training programme that is flexible, efficient  and one that can be continually improved as the online training expands", Lisa added.

As an English teacher, she will be able to put her teaching material online. "Teachers in Italy will be able to go on to the site and use my teaching material based on teaching English as a second language, if they wish to do so. In time we want it to be an online sharing programme for students and teachers throughout Europe", she added.

The SLOOP project hopes to start a process, which once initiated, will continue to develop and improve. 

